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12 October 
 

15.00  Valentina Bianchi (Siena)  
 Introduction: Two types of evaluative meanings 
15.30 Francesco Farina (Siena)  
 Preferences and beliefs in the economic  theory of  
 collective decisions: the nature of evaluation  
 

16.30 Coffee break 
 

17.00  Francesco Olmastroni (Siena)  
           The deliberative process: The EVoice  project 
 
13 October 
 
 9.30 Pranav Anand (UCSC)  
          The challenges of reliably annotating affect and  
          opinion: where semantics meets broad pragmatics 
10.30  Francesca Panzeri (Milano Bicocca) 
 The semantics and pragmatics of pejoratives 
 

11.30 Coffee break 
 

12.00 Alessandra Giorgi (Venice) 
 On the speaker’s perspective in evaluative contexts 
 

13.00 Lunch break 
 

15.00 Alison Duguid (Siena)  
 Evaluations in persuasive discourse: the Brexit  
           debate 
 

16.00 Round table 
 Assessing evaluative language in deliberative  
          contexts  

 

Evaluations in deliberative contexts 
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Current research on evaluative language in the 
domains of semantics and pragmatics, computational 
linguistics and sentiment analysis is pursuing two 
different views of evaluative meanings. Under the first 
one, evaluatives are taken to convey a polar attitude 
(positive vs. negative) towards a given entity or state 
of affairs (see a.o. Constant et al. 2009; Anand & 
Reschke 2010). Under the second view, evaluatives 
are inherently comparative: their interpretation is 
based on a preference structure (see e.g. Lauer 2013, 
113-121), so as to support a choice among alternative 
possible state of affairs; here, informative content 
plays the role of constraining the set of alternatives 
among which to choose.  
 The aim of this inter-disciplinary workshop is to 
explore the role of the two types of evaluations in 
deliberative contexts, by bringing together experts in 
discourse analysis, semantics and pragmatics, 
economics, and political science. More precisely, the 
goal is to lay the ground for a framework to assess 
evaluative language in deliberation-oriented 
discourse, and to elucidate the dynamic negotiation 
of shared evaluations, with a specific focus on 
participatory processes. 
 
Anand & Reschke 2012. Proceedings of the 3rd Workshop 
on Computational Approaches to Subjectivity and 
Sentiment Analysis, ACL-HLT 2012. Constant et al. 2009. 
Sprache und Datenverarbeitung 33, 5-21., Lauer, 
2013.  Towards a dynamic pragmatics. PhD thesis, Stanford 
University. 


